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CARRY ON SCREENING Film fan
spends £300,000 bringing derelict
cinema back to life — 52 years after it
closed its doors

The Regal in Hampshire once seated 290 movie-goers before it
became a pottery firm's HQ

By Carl Stroud
3rd July 2017, 11:144 am | Updated: 3rd July 2017, 12:02 pm
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A MOVIE fan has spent £300,000 restoring a cinema that closed its doors over 50
years ago.

The 290-seat Regal in Fordingbridge, Hampshire, entertained film fans from 1933 to
1965, before it became the HQ of a pottery firm.
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WHO HIT WHO? Shocking pictures show
full extent of pregnant Steph Davis' injuries
Brian Currie has spent £300,000 breathing new life into The Regal in from hotel room fight with Jeremy
Fordingbridge, Hampshire McConnell - just hours after it's revealed
she's carrying his second child
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'21ST CENTURY BABA' Fans bemused as
Corrie star Katie McGlynn claims she is
pregnant with her gay best friend's baby

Brian has told how the reaction of locals to the transformation has been
‘overwhelming’

ALV-MOST THERE Alvaro Morata to Man
Utd ‘could be done today after Jose
Mourinho increases bid to £75million’

SOAP'S ON THE ROPES Emmerdale suffers
blow as FOUR more stars quit show —
bringing total to exit up to TEN in a year

The screening room now has a capacity of 30 people who can enjoy frequent
shows

And when that closed four years ago Brian Currie snapped it up.

The transformation has seen the 71-year-old install a 20ft by 13ft screen and a state of
the art sound system.
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UNITED LAND LUKAKU Manchester United
agree sensational £75million deal for
Romelu Lukaku with striker set to join club's
pre-season tour at weekend
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Course it did.

ALL DOGS GO TO HEAVEN EastEnders
viewers are heartbroken after it's revealed
iconic character has died
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Film fans can also enjoy a drink from an authentic 1930s cocktail bar and munch
on popcorn and ice-cream while watching films.

Brian, who runs an electronics business, said: “I've done mad things before but I've
never restored a cinema.

“This was a completely new one on me but I'm over the moon with how it’s turned out.

“I'think it is a real asset to the town and the reaction I've had from residents has been =
quite overwhelming.” 'I'M SO SORRY" Holly Willoughby breaks

down in tears during Charlie Gard phone-in
MOST READ IN NEWS as brave mother shares story of her son's

death on This Morning
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Alongside the cinema space, which now seats 30, the development includes seven flats
which Brian intends to rent out to young engineers and graduates at a reduced rate.

The plans were approved by New Forest District Council without a single objection.

Brian said: “| was amazed. Everyone right down to the next door neighbours have been
beyond supportive.

“The nearest cinema is almost 30 minutes drive away and | think people miss going to
see films.

CLOCKING OFF Ten of the ‘worst'
companies to work for in the UK revealed as
staff lift lid on dodgy bosses and killer
hours

ROMAN ORGY Vatican police ‘broke up gay
orgy in top cardinal’s apartment owned by
church’s sexual abuse taskforce’

The building previously played host to a pottery firm, before developer Brian
snapped it up

UP IN SMOKE Love Island receives more
complaints over contestants smoking than
their x-rated sex scenes
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FINAL PLEAS Bradley Lowery's family
appeal for help to create imprint of tragic
tot's hands as they wait for youngster 'to
take his last breath'

The development also includes seven flats which Brian intends to rent out to
young engineers and graduates at a reduced rate
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XCLUSIVE@GMAIL.COM R - L | STEPH PREGNANT Stephanie Davis is
PREGNANT with her second child with
Brian told how he was ‘over the moon' at his transformation of the stylish art deco Jeremy McConnell as he speaks out about

buildling pair's hotel bust-up

“I only ever watch them at home these days, so this will be a real treat for people.”

Brian has formed the Fordingbridge Regal Cinema Club, which has a core 35 people
offering to help run it for free.

The cinema will be not-for-profit basis with any earnings from the £10 ticket price going
towards upkeep.

This weekend Brian opened the doors to locals and their children for the day and ! =] =1
showed The Lego Batman Movie for free. 3,13y g .ﬁ %
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This weekend Brian opened the doors to locals and their children for the day and
showed The Lego Batman Movie for free
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ad campaign for potatoes which shows the
vegetable in provocative poses

PICTUREEXQLUSIVEI@GMAIL_CBM'_'1 -

LR

Brian has installed a state-of-the-art sound system as well as a 20ft by 13ft screen

He now intends to run a wide selection of classic, modern and recent films on a Friday
and Saturday evenings, with a kids’ screening on a Saturday morning.

Brian said: “Almost 500 people came to the open day and | did joke that I'll be banning .

popcorn going forwards, as | had to do the hoovering! PRANK WARFARE Cheeky dad plants drugs
in neighbour's handbag and lets her drive

T around with X-rated car badge
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NICE RETURN Tennis 'bad boy' Nick Kyrgios
partied with Brit teen starlet until 3am just
hours after crashing out of Wimbledon

Cinema goers can enjoy a drink from an authentic 1930s cocktail bar and munch
on popcorn and ice-cream while watching films
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USED AND ABUSED Harrowing moment
Korean sex slaves of brutal Japanese
soldiers are rescued during WW2 revealed
in never-before seen footage

FLYING COLOURS Inside the £2million
simulator where pilots land £70m jets on
the deck of the Navy's new £3bn aircraft
carrier

Brian has formed the Fordingbridge Regal Cinema Club, which has a core 35
people offering to help run it for free

“But jokes aside, it is a really fabulous experience and it means so much to be able to

give

something back to the community when they've supported my business for years.”

We told last year how a film buff spent his entire life savings building a 34-seat cinema AIRPORT 'BLAST' ‘Explosion’ at Istanbul

in his back garden. Airport as fire breaks out after 'blast’ near
US departure lounge in Turkey
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The place is a credit to him

. Charles Barker
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Lovely story. Well done to Brian. | hope the locals give him the support it deserves.
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nice story for a change.
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